only for his own glory, as it is said, “The Lord has made everything for 
his own purpose’ (Prov. 16:4).” Sages sent to them [the members of 
the house of Abtinas], but they declined to come until the sages 
doubled their wages. “They had been receiving twelve manehs every 
day, and now they went and got twenty-four,” the words of R. Meir. R. 
Judah says, “They had been getting twenty-four every day. Now they 
went and got forty-eight manehs.” Sages said to them, “Now why were 
you unwilling to teach [others]?” They said to them, “The members of 
father’s house knew that the Temple is destined for destruction, and 
they did not want to teach others their art, so that people would not 
burn incense before an idol in the same way in which they burn 
incense before the Omnipresent.” And in this next matter, they are 
remembered for good: A woman of their household never went out 
wearing perfume at any time. And not only so, but when they would 
marry into their house hold a woman from some other place, they 
made an agreement that she not put on perfume, so that people should 
not say, “Their women are putting on perfume [snitched] from the 
preparation of the incense for the Temple.” Thus they did to carry out 
the following verse, “And you shall be clear before the Lord and 
before Israel” (Num. 32:22) [T. Yoma 2:6]. 


II:2: Said R. Yosé, “I came across a child of the house of Abtinas. I 
said to him, ‘My child, from what family are you?’ He said to me, 
‘From such-and-such a family.’ “I said to him, ‘My son, because your 
fathers wanted to augment their glory and to diminish the glory of 
Heaven, therefore their glory is diminished and the glory of Heaven is 
augmented.’” 


II:3: Said R. Aqiba, Simeon b. Luga told me, “A certain child of the 
sons of their sons and I were gathering grass in the field. Then I saw 
him laugh and cry. I said to him, “Why did you cry?’ He said to me, 
‘Because of the glory of father’s house, which has gone into exile.’ I 
said to him, ‘Then why did you laugh?’ He said, ‘At the end of it all, in 
time to come, the Holy One, blessed be he, is going to make his 
descendants rejoice.’ I said to him, “What did you see [to make you 
think of this]?’ He said to me, ‘A smoke-raiser in front of me made me 
laugh].’ I said to him, ‘Show it to me.’ He said to me, ‘We are subject 
to an oath not to show it to anyone at all.” Said R. Yohanan b. Nuri, 
“One time I was going along the way, and an old man came across me 
and said to me, ‘I am a member of the house of Abtinas. At the 
beginning, when the house of father was discrete, they would give to 
one another their scrolls [containing the prescriptions for 
frankincense]. Now take it, but be careful about it, since it is a scroll 
containing a recipe for spices.’ “And when I came and reported the 


